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Statement on the Nomination of General Joseph W. Ralston to be Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
January 28, 1998

I am pleased to announce that I have nomi-
nated General Joseph W. Ralston for a second
2-year tour as Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff.

General Ralston has served with distinction
as Vice Chairman over the past 2 years, pro-
viding excellent advice and support for two Sec-

retaries of Defense and two Chairmen. His ex-
perience with the quadrennial defense review
and major defense policy issues, along with his
demonstrated leadership skills, ensure that the
position of Vice Chairman will continue to be
filled by the high caliber of individual needed
for this challenging and vital post.

Statement on the Senate Republican Child Care Proposal
January 28, 1998

Earlier this month, I unveiled an ambitious
initiative to make child care better, safer, and
more affordable. Last night, in my State of the
Union Address, I asked Congress to reach across
party lines to work on this important issue. I
am very pleased that today Senators Chafee,
Hatch, Snowe, Roberts, Specter, and Collins
proposed a child care package that, like mine,
significantly increases child care subsidies for
poor children, provides additional tax relief to
help low- and middle-income families pay for
child care, creates a tax credit for businesses
that provide child care to their employees, and
improves State enforcement of health and safety

standards. I look forward to working with Mem-
bers of Congress in both parties to enact com-
prehensive child care legislation to meet the
needs of children and families.

I believe that by continuing to work together
on a bipartisan basis and by taking the best
proposals from both sides of the aisle, we will
achieve legislation that helps Americans fulfill
their responsibilities as workers and, even more
importantly, as parents. With this important con-
tribution from Senator Chafee and his Senate
colleagues, we move significantly closer to enact-
ing child care legislation that is right for Amer-
ica’s children.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Zimbabwe-United States
Extradition Treaty With Documentation
January 28, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Extradition Treaty between the
Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the Republic of
Zimbabwe, signed at Harare on July 25, 1997.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty. As the report

explains, the Treaty will not require imple-
menting legislation.

The provisions in this Treaty follow generally
the form and content of extradition treaties re-
cently concluded by the United States.

This Treaty will, upon entry into force, en-
hance cooperation between the law enforcement
communities of both countries, and thereby
make a significant contribution to international
law enforcement efforts. It is the first extradition
treaty between the two countries.
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I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

January 28, 1998.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Latvia-United States Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters Treaty With Documentation
January 28, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the United States
of America and the Republic of Latvia on Mu-
tual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed
at Washington on June 13, 1997. I transmit also,
for the information of the Senate, an exchange
of notes that was signed the same date as the
Treaty and that provides for its provisional appli-
cation, as well as the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States in order to counter criminal
activities more effectively. The Treaty should be
an effective tool to assist in the prosecution of
a wide variety of crimes, including drug traf-
ficking offenses. The Treaty is self-executing.
The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-

operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: taking of
testimony or statements of persons; providing
documents, records, and articles of evidence;
serving documents; locating or identifying per-
sons; transferring persons in custody for testi-
mony or other purposes; executing requests for
searches and seizures; assisting in proceedings
related to restraint, confiscation, forfeiture of as-
sets, restitution, and collection of fines; and any
other form of assistance not prohibited by the
laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
January 28, 1998.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Kazakhstan-United States
Peaceful Nuclear Cooperation Agreement With Documentation
January 28, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)), the text of a proposed
Agreement for Cooperation Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Republic of Kazakhstan Concerning Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy, with accompanying
annex and agreed minute. I am also pleased
to transmit my written approval, authorization,
and determination concerning the agreement,

and the memorandum of the Director of the
United States Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency with the Nuclear Proliferation Assess-
ment Statement concerning the agreement. The
joint memorandum submitted to me by the Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of Energy,
which includes a summary of the provisions of
the agreement and various other attachments,
including agency views, is also enclosed.

The proposed agreement with the Republic
of Kazakhstan has been negotiated in accordance
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